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Changes Coming for Commercial Energy Users 

 
The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) recently received a request from PG&E to 
move their Peak Pricing hours from 12 noon—6 PM, to a much later 4—9 PM.  This means that 
energy used between 4 and 9 PM, Monday through Friday in the summer, will cost more than 
energy used earlier or later in the day and night. 
 
The additional impacts are for summer Peak Energy Events, when the weather is hot for several 
days in a row.  PG&E is allowed to call a Peak Energy Event for up to three consecutive days, 
where the energy during the event hours (4-9 PM) can cost as much as eight times the regular 
price. 
 
The impact to businesses will shift from office buildings, which operate during the day, to those 
which operate in the evening.  This includes retail, restaurants, theaters, sports venue operators.  
Local governments are not immune from this, and public (government) operated facilities, 
including Marinas, sports fields and courts, recreation and senior centers, fire stations, and 
libraries will also be affected by these increased energy costs. 
 
The change will occur in January 2020, so there is some time to plan ahead, and mitigate the 
impacts.  One of the most important and simplest things to do is to retrofit lighting.  Replacing 
existing fluorescent lighting and halogen or incandescent lighting can reduce lighting energy 
costs between 60 and 90%. 
 
Business owners can receive a free lighting assessment, including equipment specifications, 
energy and cost savings information, and a price quote for materials and labor through the 
SmartLights program, at www.EBEnergy.org.   
 
To help with costs of a lighting retrofit, the CPUC offers free on-bill financing at ZERO percent 
interest, where the cost of the loan is paid back from the energy cost savings.  The lighting 
assessment is turned in as part of the loan application, and the cost savings are verified through 
the PG&E engineers.  So, if a project saves $3,000 a month in energy costs, the loan payment 
would be $3,000.  There would be no difference in the actual energy costs for the term of the 
loan, until the loan was paid off. 
 
You do not have to be a PG&E electric customer; you can still stay with East Bay Community 
Energy, since the loan originates with the CPUC.  In fact, staying with East Bay Community 
Energy will likely save your business money in the long run. 
 

http://www.ebenergy.org/
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Payback cannot exceed 60 months (5 years).  If the cost of the loan exceeds the payback period, 
the excess cost would need to be paid directly to the contractor. (Known as a “buy-down.”) 
When you do your lighting assessment with the SmartLights program, you can let the assessor 
know whether or not you intend to do your lighting retrofit as an On Bill Finance project. 
 
Smartlights contractors are all pre-vetted, and agree to fixed pricing through bulk purchasing of 
equipment, including lighting controls, such as dimmers and occupancy sensors. 
 
There are other programs to help with improving cooling equipment, and additional programs 
under development now, which will be available in 2019. 
 
For more information, please contact Alice La Pierre, City of Berkeley Energy Efficiency 
Coordinator, at Energy@cityofberkeley.info, or call 510-981-7435 
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